Internal Medicine, UC-Davis, Sacramento, California Session: 44. Clinical Mycology Thursday, October 5, 2017: 12:30 PM Background. Recent studies have shown the new posaconazole delayed-release tablets have superior bioavailability compared with the liquid suspension formulation. As higher serum posaconazole concentrations have been associated with improved clinical responses, this formulation has been a welcome addition to available treatment options. However, higher serum and tissue levels are likely to reveal previously undescribed toxicity as adverse events attributed to "off-target" effects are observed.
Methods. We prospectively identified two patients with new onset hypertension, hypokalemia, and alkalosis after starting posaconazole tablets. Patient vital signs and laboratory values were within normal limits prior to starting posaconazole; however, following over 30 days of therapy both patients became newly hypertensive (mean systolic BP increase 59 mmHg). Serum posaconazole levels were 4.3-4.6 μg/ml. Complete suppression of renin and aldosterone, with increased 11-deoxycortisol, estradiol levels, and cortisol/cortisone ratios were observed in both patients. The TTKG in both patients was inappropriately elevated.
Results. Posaconazole-induced disruption of the steroid biosynthesis pathway in patients has not previously been described, but has been suggested by in vitro studies. Our patients' laboratory results show clinically significant inhibition of 11β-hydroxysteroid dehydrogenase enzyme type 2 isoform (11β-HSD2) as evidenced by: the elevated 11-deoxycortisol (with subsequent suppression of renin and aldosterone), the highly elevated cortisol/cortisone ratio, and the inappropriately elevated TTKG in the setting of hypokalemia. The normal deoxycorticosterone confirms normal function of 11β-hydroxylase and the observed effects in our patients are thus downstream from this enzyme. Background. Central nervous system (CNS) histoplasmosis is a life-threatening condition, and represents a diagnostic and therapeutic challenge. Although CSF (1,3)-β-d-glucan (CSF BDG) is available as a biologic marker for diagnosis of fungal meningitis, there are limited data on its use for diagnosis of Histoplasma meningitis. We evaluated CSF BDG detection using the Fungitell assay in patients with CNS histoplasmosis and controls.
Conclusion. Our findings support in vitro
Methods. Patients were classified as cases if there was CNS inflammation (CSF WBC ≥ 5 mm 3 /ml) plus laboratory confirmation of H. capsulatumin CNS samples or from extra-CNS sites with no alternative etiology for CSF pleocytosis. Controls were patients with histoplasmosis but no evidence of CNS involvement, an alternative diagnosis, or other fungal meningitis.
Results. In total, 47 cases and 153 controls were evaluated (Table 1) . Forty-nine percent of patients with CNS histoplasmosis and 43.8% of controls were immunocompromised. CSF BDG was positive in 25 (53.2%) cases using a level of ≥80 pg/ml, the median CSF BDG level was 140.5 pg/ml (range from <31 to 500 pg/ml). The detection of CSF BDG level ≥80 pg/ml was not associated with positive CSF Histoplasma antigen (P = 0.28) or positive CSF Histoplasma culture (P = 0.56). The sensitivity for detection of CSF BDG was 53.2% and the specificity was 87.3%, compared with 78.7% (P = 0.009) and 96.4% (P = 0.003), respectively, for detection of antigen. CSF BDG was positive in 20 of 153 (13.1%) patients in the control group. Seven of 11 (63.6%) other CNS fungal meningitis cases (five Cryptococcus, two Aspergillus, two Blastomyces, one Candida, and one suspected fungal meningitis) had CSF BDG ≥80 pg/ml. Conclusion. A positive CSF BDG supports the diagnosis of fungal meningitis but cannot distinguish among the different etiologies. The sensitivity and specificity of detection of CSF BDG was lower than that of antigen detection. 
